Five Ways Wisconsin Adults Can Earn A High School Diploma
Or High School Equivalency Diploma1
A High School Diploma or High School Equivalency Diploma is a minimum requirement for entry into most
jobs and careers today. For all branches of the military, the University of Wisconsin System, and a growing
number of employers, the GED certificate (column 1 below) is not the same as a High School Diploma or
High School Equivalency Diploma (columns 2 through 6).
Technical colleges are heavily involved with preparing students for GED and HSED completion, as well as
with helping students continue their education after receiving a high school credential.
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To be awarded an HSED the adult must 1) be at least 18½ years old (or the class the student entered 9th grade with must have
graduated from high school); 2) be a resident of Wisconsin, have lived in Wisconsin for at least 10 days, or be an eligible migrant
worker or child of a migrant worker; 3) not be currently enrolled in a public or private high school; 4) have completed a required
planning and counseling session(s); and 5) meet any other current requirements. Note that there are also programs that can
serve students who are still in high school – check with your high school counselor or a technical college for more information.
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Note that although the GED is a worthy credential, by itself it is not considered the equivalent of a high school diploma in
Wisconsin.
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